
SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

(in alphabetical order) 

Olivia Calderon 

Olivia Calderon serves as Senior Strategist for Special Populations in the 

Office of Financial Empowerment at the Consumer Financial Protection 

Bureau (CFPB). Prior to the CFPB, She served as Director of Financial 

Empowerment at the Economic and Workforce Development Department 

in the City of Los Angeles, Legislative Director at the New America 

Foundation in California, Director of Asset-Building at the New America 

Foundation in California, Legislative Staff in the California State Legislature, 

and Associate Consultant at the Transportation Committee of the State Assembly in the California 

State Legislature. Olivia is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of UCLA, studied Arabic at the American 

University in Cairo as National Security Education Program scholar, and was awarded the 

prestigious American Memorial Fellowship by the German Marshal Fund of the United States. 

 

Juliana Crist 

Juliana Crist is the Director for STABLE Accounts, Ohio's ABLE program.  

She began her career as an attorney in private practice, and then transitioned 

to government practice.  Before joining the Ohio Treasurer's Office, she 

clerked at the Ohio Supreme Court.  Juliana has a nephew with autism and is 

thrilled to be working on a program that empowers people with disabilities!  

She has been working on building and launching STABLE Accounts since 

late 2015.   

 

 

Steve Dale 

Stephen W. Dale received his JD from Armstrong Law School and his LL.M. 

in Taxation from Golden Gate University. His law firm is dedicated to 

providing quality estate planning to clients by working cooperatively with the 

clients’ tax, financial and insurance professionals. 

Mr. Dale is a disability rights advocate and spends much of his time attending 

disability rights activities, including legislative hearings and serving on boards 

and committees of disability-right’s organizations. He is a frequent speaker 

on a variety of disability related topics across the country, and is the recipient 

of the 2010 Theresa Foundation Award and the 2007 NAELA Powley Award. Additionally, Mr. 



Dale is a long standing member of the Special Needs Alliance, a national, not for profit organization 

of attorneys dedicated to the practice of disability and public benefits law 

Mr. Dale regularly teaches courses to the public, financial professionals, and other attorneys on 

special needs trusts and trust administration with a special emphasis on achieving independence 

while maintaining essential government benefits. He also offers benefits and estate planning courses 

to his clients as well as administration workshops for professional trustees. Steve has received 

accreditation for his professional courses by the California Department of Insurance and the 

California State Bar. 

 

Thomas Foley 

Thomas Foley is Deputy Director of the World Institute on Disability, where 

he leads WID's business consulting, financial inclusion, and information 

technology access practice. With more than 30 years of experience working in 

the disability community, Tom is one of the leading experts on asset-building 

strategies for people with disabilities nationwide. He has authored the 

groundbreaking EQUITY book, the first asset building book specifically for 

people with disabilities, and is using a number of other educational venues to 

expand people with disabilities' financial horizons. In addition to asset-

building, Tom is a member of the American Red Cross National Diversity 

Advisory Council and the proud owner of two vibrant golden retrievers, Alabama and Carrera. 

 

Alex Ghenis 

Alex Ghenis is a Policy and Research Specialist at the World Institute on 

Disability, where he specializes in climate justice and asset-building 

education for people with disabilities. Alex is an active partner in WID's 

asset-building initiatives and is a resident expert on ABLE Accounts, 

navigating benefits and policy reforms to grow people with disabilities' 

economic opportunities. He is also the founder of WID's Climate & 

Disability Initiative, which researches how people with disabilities will be 

affected by climate change and pursues actions to protect their well-being. 

Outside of WID, Alex is a regular contributor to New Mobility Magazine 

and public speaker for expanding disability rights. 

  



 

Deborah Goodkin 

With over nineteen years in the mutual fund and college savings industry, 

Deborah Goodkin is presently the program manager the very successful 

NEST 529 College Savings Plans on behalf of the Nebraska State Treasurer.  

Deborah has proven her ability to manage a team to continuously ensure the 

plans meet the needs and expectations of college savers. Deborah brings that 

experience, zeal, commitment and focus to the Enable Savings Plan.   

Continuous communication is a key to manage these programs. Deborah and 

her experienced staff and other supporting resources throughout First 

National and the Nebraska State Treasurer’s office, are committed to 

ensuring goals and objectives are being met through overseeing the record keeper and other 

subcontractors, developing and implementing marketing outreach and PR campaigns to spread the 

word about Enable, providing effective outreach, and sales support.  Her focus is the disability 

community and families and, through continuous discussions and feedback, she and her team, along 

with the Treasurer’s office will ensure the Enable Savings Plan provides a meaningful and impactful 

way for individuals with disabilities to meet their hopes and dreams.  

 

Christina Mills 

Christina Mills is the Deputy Director of the California Foundation for 

Independent Living Centers (CFILC) and has been an active member of the 

disability rights community since 1995. In her time as an advocate, Christina 

has been involved with the California Youth Leadership Forum for 

Students with Disabilities, the Dayle McIntosh Center, served as chair of 

the National Council on Disability, Youth Advisory Committee, and is 

currently a board member of the Disability Rights Education Defense Fund 

(DREDF) and the ADA Legacy Project. She is an advocate, an activist, a 

wife, a mother of two young children, a part-time blogger, and proudly 

identifies as disabled. 

  



David Sieminski 

Dave is a Policy Analyst in the Office of Financial Empowerment at the 

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and is currently the lead staff for 

the CFPB savings initiatives including the tax time savings program, 

Ready, Set, Save. Prior to joining the CFPB Dave spent 15 years 

working in the asset building field in Seattle, Washington.  He helped to 

start and managed a countywide individual development account 

program, a large scale free tax preparation and EITC campaign, and a 

non-profit affiliated with a low-income community development credit 

union.  Dave has over 30 years of experience in program management in 

both the private and non-profit sectors.  Dave has a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from Western 

Washington University and a Master’s degree in Public Administration from the Daniel J. Evans 

School of Public Affairs at the University of Washington. 

Sara Weir 

Sara Hart Weir, MS, was appointed as the National Down Syndrome Society 

(NDSS) President in December 2014, after previously serving as the Vice 

President of Advocacy & Affiliate Relations for NDSS since 2012. Weir is 

responsible for overseeing the mission and administration of the 

organization, which is the largest nonprofit in the United States dedicated to 

advocating for people with Down syndrome and their families.  

Under Weir’s leadership, NDSS led the advocacy effort behind the passage 

of the landmark and historical Stephen Beck Jr. Achieving a Better Life 

Experience (ABLE) Act, which established tax-free savings accounts for people with Down 

syndrome and other disabilities. This landmark law is hailed as the most significant legislation for the 

disability community since the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Weir also serves on the 

Maryland Commission for Effective Community Inclusion of Individuals with Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities, and was appointed by former Governor Martin O’Malley. 

Weir's passion of advocating for all people with Down syndrome and their families stems from her 

friendship with a young woman from Kansas, Kasey, who happens to have Down syndrome. Sara 

first served as a mentor to Kasey over a decade ago.  

Prior to joining NDSS, Weir was a Vice President at Faegre BD Consulting, worked for an 

international pharmaceutical company in Washington, DC and worked for a Congressman from 

Kansas. Weir has a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Political Leadership from Westminster 

College (Fulton, Missouri) and a Master of Science in Public Policy and Management from Carnegie 

Mellon University’s Heinz College. Weir has earned many honors including; Westminster College 

Senior of the Year, Winston Churchill Award for Leadership and Service, Coca-Cola Community 

All-American and was the recipient of the 2014 Westminster College Young Alumni Achievement 

Award. 


